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Early Nazi Occupation — Subjugation, Slavery, Starvation
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SS forcing a Jew to cut the beard of another Jew, Drohobycz
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Armband of Alex Haberman, Drohobycz

Jewish forced labourer, Drohobycz

Immediately after the Nazi conquest, a series of
orders and restrictions were imposed on the Jewish
population. All Jews were forced to wear a white arm-
band with a Star of David at all times. All legal rights
were denied, personal property was seized and a strict
curfew was set, under penalty of death.

From this point on we were forbidden to leave
the city limits, our movement on the main roads
was restricted. Germans occasionally raided the
main roads and grabbed Jews for forced labour...
The Germans began a massive operation designed
to completely vacate homes and shops and to loot
all property belonging to the frightened Jewish
community.

Arie Muhlrad, Drohobycz survivor, The Fateful Leap
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Etka Lippman worker registration, Jewish labour Dept., Boryslaw

Forced labour was imposed on the Jews, who were
assigned to the most exacting physical jobs. Initially,
Jews were banned from workinginthe oilindustry. The
Judenrat (Jewish Council), which was mandated by the
Nazis, was responsible for supplying workers. Gestapo
officer, Felix Landau was assigned responsibility for
Jewish Affairs in Drohobycz. In July 1941 dozens of
Jews were executed by the Germans; among these, 20
were under Landau’s orders as collective punishment
for the failure of 17 others to report to work one day.

HOW does one eat? ...just enough food to be able
to work...to survive...Most of us walked the streets
with clothing or household items to trade for food.
But there were many poor Jews who had nothing to
trade. They were the first to die of hunger, disease
and cold.

Bernard Mayer, Drohobycz survivor, Entombed

From October 1941, leaving the designated Jewish
residential areas without authorization was
punishable by death. Food rations were all but non-
existent. Starvation and disease wreaked havoc in the
winter of 1941/2. Hundreds died on the streets of
Drohobycz and Boryslaw.
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These Jews, who endured hard physical labour,
literally worked until they dropped, and the
Germans and Ukrainians would beat them with
rifle butts or batons.

Mordecai Markel, Boryslaw survivor, Exodus from Hell
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