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Pogroms in Boryslaw and Drohobycz

In June 1941 the Germans occupied our town
instead of the Russians. At first we were happy with
the change. Father knew Germany, having traveled
there often on business. He considered the Germans
cultured and civilized, unlike the barbaric Russians.
Our perception changed quickly, however, with the
first pogrom.

Irene Frisch, Drohobycz survivor, And Life Is Changed Forever
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Prisoners tortured and murdered
by the Soviet NKVD in Boryslaw

Memorial plaque commemorating
the NKVD victims at the former
NKVD headquarters, Boryslaw

The Germans entered Boryslaw and Drohobycz on
June 30, 1941. A day later pogroms were instigated
by the local Ukrainian population in some 31 towns
as the Germans stood by and looked on.

In Schodnica ...our door burst open, six Ukrainians
entered...armed with axes, scythes and pitchforks...
looting, taking anything in sight... at twilight we
heard shots and... they were taken to the edge of the
village and shot.

Shmuel Wachtel, Schodnica survivor
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Members of the German Wehrmacht inspecting murdered Jews

Lwéw: A woman forced to kneel with her
raised hands
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Lwéw: A woman and a girl who were abused during a pogrom

When the Ukrainians dragged us to the
courthouse, they took us to see twelve or so dead
bodies of Ukrainian prisoners. They had been killed
by the Russian secret police before they left town.

Bernard Meyer, Drohobycz survivor, Entombed

The pogroms in Boryslaw, Drohobycz and nearby
villages were incited by the discovery of dead bodies
killed by the Soviet Secret Service (NKVD). The rumour
that 'Jewish Bolshevism' was responsible for the
massacre quickly spread. Jews were taken from their
homes and forced to wash and remove the corpses.
Peasants from surrounding areas armed with axes,
clubs, and pitech forks looted Jewish homes and shops,
beating hundreds of Jews. After several days, the
German Wehrmacht put an end to the murder and
plunder, which left hundreds of Jewish dead.

It was later discovered that on June 29, 1941, prior
to the outbreak of violence, Reinhard Heydrich, head
of the Third Reich's security service, telexed orders
to either incite or to intensify such pogroms without
leaving evidence of German complicity.

Lwéw: Bodies after a pogrom
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Heidrich telegram, 29 June 1941
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