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The division of Poland under the
Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, 1939

Drohobycz: German-Soviet handshake at the
“crossroads of history”, 1939

First they took away pianos, then people.
Trotskyists, Zionists, Bundists, Petlurites, Pilsudski
Legionnaires, National Democrats ... Our cousin, Lipe
Erdman, was deported for selling a kilo of sugar on
the sly. Doctor Adlersberg, Doctor Nacht, and Doctor

Pachtman were taken for no reason.
Henryk Grynberg, Drohobycz, Drohobycz

On the eve of the German invasion of Poland
in September 1939, Hitler and Stalin signed the
Ribbentrop-Molotov non-aggression pact, under
which Drohobycz and Boryslaw became part of the
Soviet Ukraine. During “the first Russian” occupation,
life changed radically for everyone in the two towns.
Prominent local leaders, intellectuals, and social elites
- Jews, Poles and Ukrainians alike - were arrested and
many deported. The oil industry was nationalised
and consolidated. Businesses and property were
confiscated and many of the proprietors exiled.
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Jacob Rehaut — exiled to Siberia

for Zionist activity Ania Drimer neé Sadowska- bornina

Siberian Gulag after her parents were
exiled for refusing Soviet citizenship

A new age arrived... the activities of political youth
movements were banned without exception and their
leaders were exiled to Siberia... people became afraid
to speak with one another freely

Abraham Hauptman, Schodnica survivor, A Song I Sang to Schodnica

Zionist activists were considered “enemies of the
state” and were exiled, as were Jewish refugees, who
upon the German invasion, fled western Poland. The
Jewish community council was disbanded and Jewish
schools were closed. At the same time, however, the
provision of free education at all levels opened new
opportunities to young Jews of modest means.

For us...life became tolerable. Anyone who worked,
could make ends meet... It was a bit easier for Jews
now, since officially no one was allowed to bother
them. Life for the local Jewish youth was particularly
good.

Mordecai Markel, Boryslaw survivor, Exodus from Hell
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The Haberman family was to be exiled on June 27, 1941 for being
“Capitalists”. The German invasion preempted the exile.
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1939
Soviet parade in Lviv, September 28, 1939

Initial German occupation of Drohobycz,
September 1939
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Boryslaw high school diploma, 1941.
Honors students were entitled to study
at any Soviet university without the
need for entrance exams.
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