Eberhard and Donata Helmrich

Saved Hundreds of Jews from Drohobycz and Stry;j
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Eberhard Helmrich, 1948 Donata Helmrich, 1945

Wehrmacht Major Eberhard Helmrich was
responsible for the food and agricultural
department and later became chief economic
officer of the Drohobycz District. He used his
professional position to save Jews by creating jobs
for them, protecting his workers against Aktionen,
providing food to the Jewish hospital and by
fabricating Aryan IDs to facilitate Jewish escape.
His wife, Donata, was also active in saving lives, by
arranging employment for Jewish women posing as
Ukrainian domestic workers in German households.

It was November 1942. In Germany, because of the
war, there was a shortage of workers... maids for
all kind of housework were shipped into Germany
from the occupied countries. With Mr. H’s help my
parents arranged for Ukrainian papers for me and
my younger sister... Donata Helmrich arrived... and
we boarded the train for Berlin...Shortly after my
sister arrived ...and three other girls who worked
with us on the farm. For three years we worked...
she kept an eye on us like her own kids.

Suzie Bezalel, Drohbycz survivor

1968 ,0W1 T NN2°TN 1N2A YV YOI T"ID‘JT] TIN1AR

Eberhard Helmrich planting a tree on Yad Vashem’s Mount of
Remembrance, 1968

Gdrtnereilager in Hyrawka ...We repeatedly dug
up the same beds, pulled weeds before they grew,
carried bricks from one place to another. Each
cucumber and each tomato went to Zentralstelle.
Nobody stole, because no one wanted it to come out
thatthe Gdrtnerei had moreworkersthantomatoes.

Henryk Grynberg, Drohobycz, Drohobycz

Helmrich initiated the Hyrawka agricultural work
camp, enlisting the aid of Jewish agronomist, Naftali
Backenroth. The two operated the farm, which at its
peak pi’tﬁwdedjobS protectionand humane treatment
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Eberhard Helmrich in Jerusalem,
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I was released thanks to Helmrich... He went to
the head of the Gestapo, Dr. Block, and told him:
“You took my Jew. You will catch him again anyway
at some point, but for now I need him very much.
Where will I find such a skilled worker now?” Block
agreed to release me and that is how I was saved...

Josef Weisman, Drohobycz survivor
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Eberhard and Donata Helmrich, Righteous Among the Nations
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