Betzec — The Final Stop

0ur families, they are buried there at BelZec!
500,000 Jews were annihilated there! My brothers,
my father, my mother!

Adolfo Speicher, Boryslaw survivor

Betzec was the first of three extermination camps
specifically constructed to carry out what was
codenamed “Operation Reinhardt,” the program to
liquidate Polish Jewry. It was the first camp to employ
stationary gas chambers, which had the capacity to kill
15,000 people per day. Approximately 500,000 people
were murdered in its gas chambers during their nine
months of operation, from March to December, 1942.

Prior to their deportation to Betzec, Jews were told
that they were being “relocated” to work camps. As
they were unloaded, prisoners were informed that
they were in transit and would receive their work
assignments after showering. The gas chambers were
designed to resemble bath houses and all the signage
in the camp indicated the same.
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“Attention! All clothing must be handed over! All belongings, except for money,
documents and other valuables should be left in the undressing area. Hold on to
all money, documents and other valuables for deposit at the counter. Shoes should
be tied together in pairs and placed in the designated area. Proceed naked to the
bath and inhalation rooms after undressing.”

Belzec Death Camp

1221 TWR NTAYN MINN NwHY Pan NURIN 0 YT
,"DTINII YXIN" NN2Y NN NIR DV1ad X0XInh N Yy
TR RN 1YYAIN NINN2 Pa i ;o nd nonn
500,000-2 .01Y WX 15,000 YW 110 Nv12° *Hya , 0
DN DWTNN NYWN TwNa NOR DT 'RN2 MY WX

1942 72nXT TY YN Yyain

DMK "D7P2YN"Y DD 1011 ,Y' 1522 Mdwnn 1al
D°RXN) DN DNY 1DN3 ,0NYIN Ya1a .nTay mMannd
nMmann NX Yap'w t1ab nbpnnd onhyr 1ayna
DIPPWM MRXNIN 11P2TAY 2 1322 TRIN °RN .0TayH

.ORNN2 )MD NaNn2a

1901 Yy MPT P10 .11.1.1943-1 PH12d NHwa " TIN1 yXIN" NYNIN wRI12 Tayw M ,nYan Y p1ann
.(y'T92 - B) .1942 qmpY 122 Ma1pn

The Hofle telegram sent by the Executive Head of Operation Reinhardt reporting the number of extermination
camp victims in the two weeks preceding and total as 31 December,1942. (“B” stands for Betzec)

Even indeathonecanstilltellthe families. They still
hold hands, tensed in death, so that one can barely
tear them apart in order to empty the chamber for
the next batch

Kurt Gerstein, SS Health Officer

I heard anguished cries in Polish and Yiddish. The
doors to the chambers were shut. The engine that
emitted the lethal gases was started and after

twenty minutes all our dear women had been
killed...

In 1944 they began to dismantle all the buildings
and cover up all traces of the death camp. I was told
by the locals that the Germans uncovered the burial
pits, poured fuel over the decomposing bodies and
burned the bodies. Thick acrid smoke spread over a
huge area and a terrible stench remained for weeks.

Rudolf Reder, Betzec survivor
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