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Ghettos and Mass Executions

In the ghetto...Miserable food rations which were
distributed by the Judenrat and which could not
be supplemented by buying food, caused growing
hunger...hard work combined with malnutrition
and inadequate sanitary conditions led to the
spread of disease. There was an outbreak of typhus
which became fatal given the shortage of medicine.

Mates Helig, Boryslaw survivor, Memories from the Years of German Occupation

The ghettosin Drohobycz and Boryslaw were "open"
ghettos, not fenced in but guarded by the Ukrainian
militia and the Jewish police. After consecutive
Aktionen reduced the Jewish population in both
towns, the ghettos were made even smaller and
more crowded. In the fall of 1942, the Drohobycz
ghetto was fenced in, as the Aktionen to annihilate
Jews continued in both towns. At the same time
the Mraznica forced labour camp ("Koszary")
was established in Boryslaw for the oil workers.
In contrast to ghetto dwellers, these workers
were provisionally protected from roundup and
deportation. Both ghettos were liquidated in the
spring of 1943.
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Survivors at the slaughterhouse memorial- Boryslaw, 1945 Children in the Drohobycz ghetto

After the closure of Betzec in December, 1942, the
Germanoccupationforcesrevertedtoconductingmass
executions in the Bronica Forest next to Drohobycz
and in Boryslaw next to the municipal slaughterhouse.

..dnd then the hunt for Jews commenced. They
caught hundreds of men, women and children. They
drove them out to the slaughter house and lined
them up next to ditches, shooting them from behind,
so that they fell into the ditch. They told the last
group to cover the ditch with dirt and afterwards
the Ukrainian militia and the Germans shot them as
well...The next day, workers on their way to work...
said that they saw that here and there, the earth,
soaked in blood, was still moving.

Beno Ringler, Boryslaw survivor

In this forest, they shot my mother, my father
and my grandfather, the pharmacist Henryk Artzt...
There was a very large clearing in the forest. Trucks
would bring the victims here. They were ordered
to strip naked. Their clothes would be thrown back
into the trucks.

Alfred Shreyer, Drohobycz survivor, testimony, USC SHOAH Foundation
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Drohobycz: Firing squad
Drohobycz: Schupo leading
Jewish children to the train for
deportation
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