A Story of Life and Death:
the Holocaust in Drohobycz and Boryslaw

”When the German armies had proudly moved
toward the East, Jewish life was flowering in the
towns of Poland. It was a rich, happy country, fertile
and peaceful, full of hard-working Jews, proud Jewish
communities, which were cultural Jewish centersthat
made Jews everywhere aware of the beauty and value
ofthe Jewish heritage. But now? Whatwas left? Out of
the cellars there emerged a few half-starved, ragged,
broken-down human beings - a wretched reminder
of a once-flourishing, proud and happy people.”

Leon Thorne, Schodnice survivor, Out of the Ashes
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TheJewish communities of Boryslaw and Drohobycz,
two neighboring towns in east Galicia, shared a history
and legacy, which is at the same time both typical
of Polish Jewish communities and unique. The two
towns comprised the epicenter of Galicia’s oil belt,
a fact which not only shaped their socio-economic
and cultural development prior to World War Il but
defined their role, as a temporary refuge for Jews in
the entire region.

This exhibition tells the tale of Drohobycz’s and
Boryslaw’s vibrant Jewish communities and their
brutal demise during the Holocaust. It describes the
contribution of extraordinary artists, writers and
scholars from various fields, who were born and active
in these communities. We also pay tribute to the 137
Righteous Among Nations from the two towns, non-
Jews who risked their and their families’ lives to aid
Jews in a time of horror.

This exhibition is part of a joint project in Germany,
Israel, Poland and Ukraine,
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