
  

Artwork as Witness to History
Dr. Michał Chajes and a Drawing by Bruno Schulz
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It was during a Conference on Jewish Art in 
Warsaw last summer that I met an art historian 
from L'viv who told me about a drawing made in 
1935 by Drohobycz writer and artist Bruno Schulz 
that was once owned by a Jewish lawyer named 
Dr. Michał CHAJES.  

The drawing was donated by Dr. Michał CHAJES 
to a rural museum in Israel on June 26, 1957.  

It has never been shown in public.
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The L'viv art historian asked if I could learn 
anything about Dr. Michał CHAJES

nearly 60 years after the drawing's donation
 and 

80 years after its creation by Schulz     

           Imprinted on the back of the drawing
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● Interest in Galicia

● Fascination with Drohobycz (though no family link)

● Challenge:  what, if anything, could be found?

● Process of Discovery of the fate of a single individual

● Broader Understanding of the collective Jewish tragedy

Why I Accepted the Research Project 
& then created this Lecture
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Who was Michał Chajes?
First stop: finding the vital records

1894 Drohobycz
Birth Record
Source: JRI-Poland 
(Jewish Records Indexing)

House 87 indicated on the 
Drohobycz cadastral map 
Source: Gesher Galicia 
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Michał's Parents
Ozyasz Chajes of Drohobycz (born 1858) and Berta Seidman 

of Kołomyja (born 1858) have a civil marriage 
in Drohobycz in 1891

Source:   JRI-Poland (Jewish Records Indexing)
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His parents had 4 children before their 
civil marriage - typical for Jews of Galicia

Regina
born 1878

Meyer
born 1881
dies in 1882

Arnold
born 1883

Teofil
born 1885
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      Map showing location of Galician Drohobycz relative to 
   other major cities and towns of the Austro-Hungarian Empire

 Source:  2012 article by Renaud Lavergne & Jérôme Segal for GEO-Histoire magazine
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2 things make Drohobycz especially 
unique

    
One, is 
OIL !
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The first oil wells opened in 1894 
the year Michał was born

   
At the beginning of this burgeoning industry, Jews held most of the 

positions of day and skilled laborers and management

       By the beginning of the 20th century, nearby Borysław 
                  was the undisputed capital of oil in Galicia
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In 1860 the City's inhabitants numbered 500
  

By 1900 they amounted to 12,000, with Poles, Jews, and 
Ukrainians all vying for a piece of the lucrative oil pie
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The second unique aspect of Drohobycz is the 
remarkably high number of 

gifted writers and artists it has produced

Ephraim Moses Lilien

        Leopold Gottlieb

  Maurycy Gottlieb
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Bruno Schulz is 
among the most 

famous
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The Chajes Family in Drohobycz

Michał's 
father Osias 
was a 
successful oil 
and timber 
merchant in 
Drohobycz

Source:  
www.genealogyindexer.org
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The timber industry, supplied by the nearby 
Carpathian forests, benefitted from the huge 
success of the Drohobycz oil industry 

Large supplies of wood were needed to 
construct shafts, buildings, and derricks
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Pre-War Jewish 
Drohobycz 
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Schulz was 2 years older than Michał, born in 
Drohobycz in 1892 to a middle class jewish 
family.  His mother Henrietta ran a textile 
shop on the Drohobycz rynek 
(market square).

Schulz studied architecture at the University of Lwów and 
fine arts in Vienna, 
specializing in lithography 
and drawing. From 1924 to 
1939 he was an art teacher 
in a Drohobycz gymnasium.  
He began his literary career 
in the 1930s. 
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The famous "Kalleia" group regularly 
met at 32 Szewczenki in Drohobycz

“Emanuel Pilpel – law student, music 
lover, connoisseur of literature and art - 
brings together at his home artistic and 
literary types - young Jewish men and 
women of Drohobycz - of which Bruno 
Schulz is a member.  Others include: 
Maria Buratzka, later an opera singer; 
Michał Chajes, a lawyer; Stanislaw 
Weingarten, an engineer in the oil 
company Galcyja; Otokar Jawrower, a 
conducter of chamber music and close 
friend to Schulz as well as a collector of 
his art and a patron of the arts.”
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Is this where Michał  first meets Bruno Schulz?
Becomes interested in art, a passion he resumes 

at the end of WW2?
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Michał Chajes, Student
1912 Drohobycz Gymnasium Report

       Source:  www.genealogyindexer.org
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Emanuel Pilpel, Student
1911 Drohobycz Gymnasium Report

       Source:  www.genealogyindexer.org
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Bruno Schulz, Student
1910 Drohobycz Gymnasium Report

       Source:  www.genealogyindexer.org
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Michał Chajes, Student
1912-17 Department of Philosophy 

Jagiellonian University
Kraków
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In 1914, living at ul StarowiJlna 16 in Kraków
studying law (słuchacz prawnik)

1914 
Business 
Directory 
for Kraków

 courtesy of www.genealogyindexer.org
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Memoirs & Historical Accounts

  Recollections published by other families from the same town  
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According to the Lauterbach Memoir
1914 - 1918

Michał serves in the Austrian 
Army, like many Galician Jews.  

His role is as  
military 
administrator
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Michał marries his first wife 
R,za Liza Zuckerberg 

Probably in Drohobycz

A daughter named Bolesława 
(nicknamed Nuta) is born to the 
couple in Drohobycz in 1923.

She will be his only offspring.
She will survive the War.

Róza will not.
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1925 Business Directory for Kraków
courtesy of www.genealogyindexer.org

By 1925, back in Kraków living at ul StarowiJlna 16
“Attorney at Law”
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           1929 Kraków Voter's List from Shoreshim, Finding Your Jewish Roots in Poland

In Kraków,  Michał's older sister Regina with 
her husband Bernard and their daughter 
Romana move into ul Starowi@lna 16,  
Michał's former residence.  

Bernard dies later that same year.

In 1929, Michał & his family 
return to Drohobycz where 
he opens a law practice.  

His father passes away a year later.
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Romana, now also a student in the 
Department of Philosophy at 

Jagiellonian University

Like her uncle 
Michał 
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1938 Polish Judicial Calendar
courtesy of www.genealogyindexer.org

Michał is still in Drohobycz in 
1938 - “Attorney at Law”

But, this is his final year with 
family and hometown
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Also in Drohobycz in 1938 is Bruno Schulz, 
a Professor at the local Gymnasium 

      Sources:  www.genealogyindexer.org &
Muzeum Literatury im. Adama Mickiewicza
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1938 visa application for 
Bruno Schulz from the 

German consulate 

Through summer that 
year he has shows in 

Paris
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L'viv State Historical Archive



  

1939

10 days before the 
outbreak of WW2, 
Michał is conscripted 
into the Polish Army  

Marla Raucher Osborn 2015                                                                                                           34



  

The Nazis invade Drohobycz, followed a few 
weeks later by the Red Army
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Michał's widowed 
sister Regina flees 
Kraków with her 
daughter Romana; 
they head first to 
Warsaw, then to 
Lwów where they 
are deported to 
Siberia with 
hundreds of 
others 

                Source:  Lauterbach memoir

         They remain there until 1946 
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Michał's unit is captured by 
the Germans and he is imprisoned.

In September 1940, he is deported to the German camp 
Luckenwalde, Stalag IIIA, where prisoners serve the German war 
industry and provide labor for households of civilians in the town of 
Luckenwalde.

           Source:  Jewish Historical   
                          Institute, Warsaw
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Thereafter, he is 
transferred to an 
internment camp in 
Vámosmikola, 
Hungary for Jewish 
members of the 
Polish army

Sources:  Jewish Historical Institute, 
Warsaw (MIH) and Shoreshim, Finding 
Your Jewish Roots in Poland
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        1941
               Nazis re-take Drohobycz    

   Catastrophic consequences 
                 for the Chajes family, 

Bruno Schulz, 
and the 

Jewish community
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Images from the Jewish Ghetto 
of Drohobycz
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1942 Death of Bruno Schulz
Felix Landau of the Gestapo, self-
described patron of the arts, has been 
“protecting” Bruno Schulz in 
Laundau's home in Drohobycz. 

When Landau executes a Jewish 
dentist “protected” by a Gestapo 
rival, the rival takes his revenge in 
tracking down Schulz, shooting him 
twice in the head.  He tells Landau: 
'You killed my Jew— I killed yours.' 

Schulz dies in the street still holding 
the loaf of bread he had just bought 
and a false aryan passport.  
He is 50 years old.

Schulz's body isn't 
removed for days.  A 
friend buries him in an 
unmarked grave at the 
Jewish cemetery. 
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1943
Michał's wife Róza Liza is shot dead in the Bronica 
forest outside of Drohobycz on the road to Sambor 

Approximately 
11,000 Jews from
Drohobycz and 
neighboring 
communities are 
forced to dig their 
own graves and 
then executed. 

Drohobycz is declared "clear of Jews" (Judenrein) 
on July 15, 1943.
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The War is over.

Michał returns to Kraków.

He learns of the death of his wife Róza Liza.

He is 51 years old.

1945

He re-joins his only child, 
daughter Bolesława (Nuta), 
a camp survivor.

She is 22 years old.
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Later that same year, Nuta emigrates to France and 
marries a man named Max Silberstein, born in Vienna, 

himself a Jewish refugee 

They eventually emigrate to 
Australia and raise a family
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For Michał, life begins again.  He remarries a woman from 
Ostrava named Felicya Bannet, a Shoah survivor.
 
His widowed sister Regina and her daughter Romana 
stagger back to Kraków from exile in Siberia - an exile that 
saved their lives.

They all live together at Plac Na Groblach 17, Kraków.
The former residence at ul StarowiJlna 16 is now owned and 
occupied by a Polish family.
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Michał abandons his pre-War private law practice. 
He acts for a time as legal advisor to “key industries” 

of the new Polish State

More importantly, he focuses more and more of his time and 
energy on collecting artwork, amassing “a note-worthy and 

much-admired collection.....turning (the) residence in 
Kraków into a kind of private museum.”

Examples 
he collected 
of  Kraków 
artist Artur 
Markowicz

                            
Source:  
Lauterbach Family 
memoir, 1959 
interview
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His focus is contemporary Jewish artists from 
Galicia 

- Kraków, Lwów, Drohobycz -

       Artur Markowicz           Leon Rosenblum

                  I. Kozłowski

              Zygmunt Menkes 

Many of whom 
had perished in 
the Shoah 
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1946
The American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) in 

Kraków makes inquiry into the 
“living conditions” of Holocaust survivors

 

Dr. Michał CHAJES is among those they visit following 
receipt of a desperate letter from him

for financial help 

Source:  Jewish Historical 
Institute, Warsaw
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The JDC concludes that he is in "bad financial condition" 
and his sole source of income is in giving 

"informal legal advice" 

The JDC sends 3,000 złoty to Michał

Source: Jewish Historical 
Institute, Warsaw
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1948
Michał makes application to the

American Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) to
emigrate to Sweden under the 

Skilled Workers Scheme 

     His application is declined.   He is 54 years old. 

Source:  Jewish Historical 
Institute, Warsaw
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Michał also liquidates portions of his art collection, 
selling pieces to other collectors as well as
 Jewish relief organizations & institutions

Marla Raucher Osborn 2015                                                                                                           51



  

1949
Michał and his second wife Felicya move to 

ul. Gertrudy 23/4, Kraków

In 1959,
Felicya passes 
away following 
complications 
from a surgery
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1967
Michał marries in Kraków his 3rd wife
Marie Ladislava Alexandra, born in Lwów

 He is 73 years old.  She is 47.
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1969
Michał passes away in Kraków 

at the age of  75

Buried at the Jewish cemetery in Kraków on ul. 55 Miodowa 
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Two years later in 1971 
Michał's sister Regina passes away

She is buried alongside 
her husband Bernard in 
Kraków in the 
Miodowa Jewish 
cemetery. The fate of 
her daughter Romana 
is not known.

      Source:  Shoreshim, Finding Your Jewish Roots in Poland
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The Fate of Michał's Brothers 
and their families
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Arnold Chajes, Judge

Shot and killed 
in Stryj in 1941

58 years old

Marla Raucher Osborn 2015                                                                                                           57



  

Arnold's 
wife and son

   Both executed in Stryj in August 1942

AMALIA
Age 57

Edmund
Age 13
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Teofil Chajes
Lawyer in Drohobycz

In 1930, his office was 
at Rynek 33 in 
Drohobycz

1938 Poland Judicial Calendar, 
listed alongside brother Michał

Marla Raucher Osborn 2015                                                                                                           59



  

Executed outside Drohobycz in 1943
58 years old

          Bronica forest mass grave memorial 
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Teofil's wife
Anna SCHURMACHER

52 years old

                      

          
1943 
Deported 
to BełPec
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                                 Teofil's daughter
      Fryderyka CHAJES

19 years old
First, a laborer at the 
Central Laboratory of a camp 
near Drohobycz 

Then deported in 1944 
to the Stutthof 
exterminaton camp in 
East Prussia

                          Index from Jewishgen's holocaust databases
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In 1946 they 
emigrate to 

Palestine with their 
1 year old son, born 

in a DP camp in 
Germany.  

His name is Teofil, 
after Berta's father. 

Teofil's daughter 
Berta CHAJES

In 1942 she marries Norbert Hendel of Drohobycz.
They are deported to the Soviet East and survive the War.

And so begins 
a new life, a
new home, 
where the 
family 
grows...........

Photo source:  
United States Museum 
of the Holocaust
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What I Did Not Learn

When and how Michał Chajes acquired 

the Schulz drawing

●

        Was it acquired directly from Schulz or a third party?  

                                        Purchased?  

                                            A gift?  

                    Payment in exchange for legal services?

 Before or after the War?
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As Michał never traveled to Israel.......

How did the Schulz drawing get to 
the Museum?  Did a friend visit 

Michał in Kraków and carry it there 

for him?

What prompted the decision to donate 
the drawing rather than sell or keep 
it?

And more:

How did the drawing survive the 
War?  Where was it kept and
with whom?

Questions without answers......
Yet.
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From a notation - a red stamp - on the backside of a 
work of art created in 1935 by Bruno Schulz, we recall 
over half a century later the name of a Jewish lawyer

who was also an art collector, son, brother, husband, 
father, soldier, prisoner,

Drohobyzcer
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So, what about that drawing ?
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Cardboard, 
pencil, black 
watercolor, 
(31.5 × 32 cm), 
lower right 
reads "Bruno 
Schulz in 1935"

Damage: 
four small 
incisions in the 
center  
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My Research & this Lecture Only
Made Possible by Collective Effort

● Dr. Teresa Śmiechowska, MIH (Poland)

● Dr. Vita Susak, L'viv Gallery of Art (Ukraine)

● Uzi Hendel, grandson of Teofil Chajes (Israel)

● Marlene Krasovitsky, granddaughter of Michał Chajes 
(Australia)

 

                                              And, especially.........
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     Daniela Mavor & the Drohobycz-Borysław      
       Survivors & Descendants Group (Israel)
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